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PACKER FOUNDATION GRANT FYI 
I applied for a grant through the Packer Foundation to provide “Entertainment on the Square”, and they’re coming 

up here to Gillett to see our project in early October!  The Foundation doesn’t fund much outside of Brown 

County…the only thing they funded here last year was for the Food Pantry in Oconto.  I think it’s a good sign that 

they’re coming up here, so am confident we’ll get this grant which would allow us to provide good quality 

entertainment once a month for a year. 

JOHN MAINO @ the PAC in Oconto Falls  

September 10th 

John Maino posed with all 6 Oconto County public librarians at the 

event which was sponsored by the Oconto County Library Services 

Board.  This is the second year we’ve coordinated a county-wide 

“READ” event, and John was a wonderful author to have.  A lot of 

veterans were there to share their stories…I really enjoyed talking 

to a WWII vet who I met there, we talked for quite awhile on his 

experiences in the war. 

MURALS @ THE LIBRARY 

Local artist (and board member!) Diane Wilke is working on 

the third mural here at the library.  It’s of Gillett Tigers, and it is 

being sponsored by Jean and Gary Frank in memory of their 

son.  This mural is being painted over the bookshelves in the 

new TEEN SPACE. 

MUSIC ON THE SQUARE WITH HUSH – SEPTEMBER 18TH  

Our first Music on the Square event was sponsored by our Friends of 

the GPL, and it took place on Sunday, September 18th.  It was a hot, 

sunny day and there were about 70 in attendance.  It was good to see 

that about half of the crowd was from outside of the Gillett area. 

I think we’ll need to provide a different kind of seating in the Square 

for future events (maybe tables with chairs and umbrellas).  We can 

wait awhile to see how the space is used before making any 

decisions, and we’ll need to do fundraising before adding any 

improvements there. 



 PERGOLA IN THE COMMUNITY SQUARE 
Preston Zimmerman, the Industrial Arts teacher at the Gillett High School, met with our Building Committee/board 

last week to discuss the pergola project.  He brought along two of his architecture students and will share our ideas 

with his class before presenting us with some plans in a few weeks.   Preston plans to put us on his schedule for the 

spring of 2017, it would be great to have it in place before the summer months when our “Entertainment on the 

Square” begins. 

 

OPEN HOUSE/DEDICATION – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 9:00 – 2:00  

We'll be celebrating the completion of the new library space and the new Community Square on this day. Merrill (from Mad 

Dog & Merrill) will be here doing a grilling demonstration featuring fall foods.  At 10:00 we will be recognizing the Ebenreiter 

family for making this project possible.  The Community Square sign is on order, however it will not be here on this day; I had 

my husband make a poster of what the sign will look like so that we have it to show at the dedication.    

Merrill will start grilling immediately following the dedication ceremony.  The "Safety Deposit Boxes" that were left inside the 

old vault at the Community Center building are filled again with prizes, and we'll be selling raffle tickets. All boxes are a 

winner, and you can open them up on Election Day (November 8th).  The proceeds will go towards the remaining renovations 

that are necessary to complete the outdoor spaces. 

 

Artists/crafters/vendors will be there along with Hums of Faith alpacas. Our Friends group will be serving hot food and 

refreshments, and our library will provide several fun fall family activities.  Board member Tami McQuillan applied for and 

received a $250 Thrivent grant which will be used to purchase food and refreshments on this day. 

 

OCONTO COUNTY QUILT TRAIL SCENIC ROAD RALLY – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST  

Our Barn Quilts of Oconto County project has been working with Oconto County Economic Development/Tourism 

and the UWEX-Oconto County for the past year to put this countywide event together.  I’m the one who compiled 

the questions which will lead rally riders into all of the communities to answer questions.  They’ll earn points for all 

they do; the more they do, the greater their chances to win prizes at the end of the Rally.  All really riders will 

rendezvous back @ New View Industries here in Gillett at 2:00 on this day to receive their goodie bags and prizes.     

We’ve contacted all the communities around Oconto County to give them an opportunity to create a special event 

on rally day, and the following special events will be taking place: 
 

LENA 

 Quilt raffle @ KUGEL'S CHEESE, MCGUIRE'S SPORTS BAR, LENA LANES, WOODEN SHOE BAR & GRILL (the 
Wooden Shoe is also hosting a "Taste of Fall" celebration which includes a BBQ contest with 
music/food/fun activities all day 

 Lena Fire Department chicken booyah at the VILLAGE HALL 
OCONTO 

 Antique Car Show, Craft Fair and live music at the BEYER MUSEUM 

 Refreshments and a chance to win great prizes at the OCONTO AREA HUMANE SOCIETY 
GILLETT 

 Open House at the newly remodeled GILLETT PUBLIC LIBRARY & COMMUNITY SQUARE, Mad Dog & Merrill 
will be grilling 10-1 

 Food specials for rally riders @ the KLAUS LAKE BAR 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ocontocountyquilttrailscenicroadrally/?ref=page_internal


SURING 

 Visit the Pine Needle Quilters Quilt Show at SURING HIGH SCHOOL 
RIVERVIEW 

 Visit the RIVERVIEW TOWN HALL to see a special quilt display honoring barn quilts 
TOWNSEND 

 Stop by the OLD TOWN SPORTS BAR for a full day of fun, including ATV/UTV ride and homemade booyah 
 
 
The rally riders will also be encouraged to visit our two host farms: 

 The Chase Stone Barn - 8246 County Road S in the Town of Chase 
The 113 year old Stone Barn is the site of Barn Quilts of Oconto County’s first quilt. The 60’ by 100’ barn 
with two foot thick walls is one of the last surviving all fieldstone barns in the country. It is listed on both 
the State and National Register of Historic Places. Stop in and enjoy a hot dog with all the trimmings at their 
hot dog bar, and purchase a pumpkin to benefit Sunnyside School. 

 The Strei Farm - 6434 Settlement Road in the Town of Underhill 
The Strei Farm was designated a Century Farm during Wisconsin’s sesquicentennial celebration in 1998. The 
farm boasts three barn quilts on a 40’ x 100’ metal shed dubbed the “Red Shed Gallery” by Wayne Strei, the 
third generation on the property. This site will offer musical entertainment and a bake and snack sale to 
benefit New View Industries. 

 
And we have several groups and businesses who are sponsoring this event by donating prizes: 

 Oconto Lions Club 

 Copperfest Committee 

 Beyer Home Museum & Carriage House 

 Green Bay Packers 

 Gillett Public Library 

 New View Industries 

 Town of Riverview 

 Nicolet Plastics, Inc. 

 N.E.W. Credit Union 

 Oconto County Association for Home & Community Education 

 Oconto County Dairy Promotions 

 Hintz 4-H Club 

 Oconto Electric Cooperative 

 Oconto County Economic Development Corporation 

 Les Schultz/Garage Quilts Etc. 

 Fran Wishneski 

 Donna Baird 

 Trevor Tucholl 

 University of Wisconsin-Extension 

 Oconto County Dairy Promotions 

 Barn Quilts of Oconto County 

 Wanna Bee Quilters 
 
WLUK 11 was here at New View Industries today (Tuesday) interviewing/filming us to promote the road rally this 
weekend, and WBAY will be here tomorrow doing the same.  We hope to have a great turnout for this first road 
rally in Oconto County! 
 



 
HAUNTED HOUSE 2016 
I’ve been planning for this year’s Haunted House in the Community Center building, and once the Open House 
event is over this weekend, we’ll move full throttle into that event.  Last year we had over 500 people visit the 
House in the 4 nights that we were open, and they came from all around northeast Wisconsin.  I’m anticipating an 
even bigger crowd this year, and our volunteers are ready for it.  We all had a lot of fun putting this on, and it will 
be hard to top what we did last year.   
 
We’re doing a Grimm’s Fairy Tale theme, and once again we want to tell a story as folks travel through the 
Haunted House.  The Haunted House is family friendly (no blood or gore), but we did manage some to surprise 
several adults last year…and we’re looking forward to doing it again this year.  We’ll be open the last two Friday 
and Saturday evenings in October.   
 

     


