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JANUARY

1 Skating the Square waa success despite the warm upBhanks go out to th&illett
Fire Department anthe city crewwho helped to create and maintain the rink, along
with many other volunteers who helped with the shoveling.e€80 pair of ice skates
have beendonated 2 2dzNJ €t A6 NI NB | yR FT2f1a Oy
cards. We scheduled several skgtparties when the kids were off from school, and
many firsttime skaters had an opportunity ice skate here

1 The Greater Green Bay Foundation, along with Sally Ebenreiter, visited our faciliti
They were impressed with our project, and will keeprusmindas we move forward
with the outdoor spacess there are other donors in the GGBRo may consider us.

FEBRUARY

1 VITA tax prep begins the Community Center VITA has beeunsing our library to providéee tax
service for many years, and this was the first year that they were able tthaseommunity Center
This service is providezlery Tuesday from FebruatgyApril. They hd 3 tax preparers and each of
them useal a different small meeting roonm the Commuity Centerto prepare taxesvhich worked
out well, more private than in previousyesrs 2 SQNB (KS 2yfe 20 0A2Y
this serviceso folks come from all around northeast Wisconsin

MARCH

1 The Community Center continues to gairpopularity with County organizationglthough the
majority of Commurty Center users are neprofit F Y R G KSNBEF2NBE R2y Qi ), LI &
the Community Center is bringing people into Gillett from aluabthe County which is a good
OKAYIXGKAE gl a 2yS 2F 2dzNJ 32 £ & tided 9 mardy yraupstiNg 2
meet.
A The Oconto County Economic Development Corp. (our County Tourism Dept.) is now holding their
board meetings in our Community Center each morithey used to meet in Suring, and have
now moved to Gillett. They always cater in a lunch for their board, which will besosfie of our
Gillettbusinesse® A S ® hWQ3& )aARl26y X { LIANRKIGA

A Several more departmenfsom the UWEX are now meeting in our ililg. Sarah Mills Lloyd (our
County AG agehplannedan alkday event for area farmers thisastspringK 6 KS& f A1 SR
convenience of using thé smaller meeting rooms there for breakit sessionsn that day.

A Other groupsvho use the 8mmunity Centerinclude: The Northern Gardeners,
Marinette/Oconto County Literacy Council, Oconto County HCE (Home & Community Education),
quilting guilds, school committees (Kids for Running), church committees, Gillett City departments,
Girl Scout troops, Gillett CevClub, Gillett Business Association, Gillett Lions Club, Sunshine
Daycare Center, Oconto County Fair Board, Livestock Committee for the Oconto County Fair, CE:!
8, VFW, AmericanBeA 2 Y= DA f f S (Odontd @ovrity\Ald Beadkr$ Azsodiatiand the
Gillett School District



1 Teen Zone opens ithe Community Center!
In an effort to reduce crowding in the library afterschool as we
as to provide structured/supervised activities for the teens, wg
started a new program called TEEN ZONE. Due to our budg
we can only staff thiprogram2 yS | FGSNY 22y kK 4
schediled for Wednesdays from 3:305:30 in the Community
Center.

A 1 worked wih Hillside Assembly again focammunitywide
Easter event and we receivggleat support from the community
- $950 donationsame infrom area business/organizationg.he
event was held at the Gillett Elementary School.

A We began doing community outreach for two programs each
5SS X2yS G2 {SNByAidleé DI NRSY
the Sunshine Daycare. Cathie from the library spends an hot
each facility reading todth the seniors and the children, and
these programs have been very well received by both
organizations.

A Our library coordinated a Garden Series of programming this
Y2Y(GKE yR ff S@Syita ¢SNB
ClLffaé¢ 3Tl anthRE&dminitylCdiBeEAoNBarderfin
with Herbs (and in May they had an Open House at their
greenhouses for all the attendees), Scott Reuss from the UW,|
gave a program in the Center on Vegetable Gardening, and t
Flower Shoppe here in Gillett did a progran Flower
Gardening that was held at their greenhouse.

A 1 began proctoring a college student who is taking online
courses; she takes her tests here at the library.

A 1 completed online course through U&/I RA 42y 2V
¢2L) {SFNOK 9y 3aAyS {GF Gdzaé¢ o

A Thee was a beautiful display of daffodils and tulips in the
Community Square this month, planted and paid for by Frieng
member Gary Jaegand myself




1 1 was one of 4 librarians from across the state of Wisconsif
that was asked to make a presentation to the Indianhead
Federated Library System in Eau Claire on our community
projects. The other librarians came frdvtinocqua,
Appleton, and Columbus. It wagyreat opportunity to
showcase our library and community.

1 TheTeen Zone continues to be a success (Caglueing a
great jobwith the teens). This montllulie Allen frontfor
You With Lové I dz3 K (i lower Abr&ingidgand 2l
were able to ke an arrangement home for the special
woman and/or Mom in their liféf 2 NJ a 2 (i KGWNI &
another week, | donated $80 worth of flowers and the teen
planted up all of our outside planters.

JUNE

9 We had a successful first Downtown MarkdiichT S|  dzZNBE R dadzaA O 2y ((KS
and we had over 65 visitors to the Market that day. Times HetdltbrWarren Bluhm wrote up a
wonderful article that appeared on the front page in the Juffeedition with a large color photo of
from the Market The aline article can be viewed here:
http://www.octimesherald.com/articles/2017/06/07/communitgquareworking-out-planned

Times Herald Photo by Warren Bluhm


http://www.octimesherald.com/articles/2017/06/07/community-square-working-out-planned

Community Square working out as plannerary friends hope to attract rentalevenue
By:Warren Bluhmwbluhm@wolfrivermedia.com

Shoppers check out the deals Thursdaying the first Downtown Market of the season in GilleMusic wafted over a crowd of people chatting,
catching up with each other under a bright sun Thursday as vendors sold their wares at a dozen booths at the EbenreiteityC8quate in
downtown Gillett.

The scene at the inaugural Downtown Market of the summer was exactly what local leaders envisioned three years ago whavatked on a
makeover of the area adjacent to the Gillett Public Librakfter the BMO Harris Bank branch office clodéatch 1, 2014, library officials paid
$120,000 for the 2,368quarefoot building at 204 E. Main St. The Friends of the Library and library board of directors saw an opportunity to
provide meeting rooms for the community, open up space at the librarjitiaand develop a community squagean outdoor area for community
use on the green space between the two neighboring buildings.

Sally Ebenreiter and her family came forward with $150,000 toward the development of the community square that now beassrbeind was
dedicated last fall. The outdoor space will accommodate a variety of functions, such as the Downtown Market and Musggaaréghevents in
the summer and ice skating in winter.

G2 KIFIG 6SQONB R2Ay3 KSNB A 4 libtary dirgclotj KdgBRarké daid IhurfdRahkel was ohedoRtbuNIBraryi directdrs Vihy
went to Eau Claire May 11 to make a presentation at eseivice session about Community Projects to member libraries of the Indianhead
Federated Library System. Tpanel discussion followed three brainstorming sessions the western Wisconsin library group organized about
libraries can engage their communities.

Since the Ebenreiters and other donors were recognized at the dedication ceremony, the communityregugrewn in popularity. The
Downtown Market, now in its third summer, moved in right away fro g.m. Thursdays, and Music on the Square events began in Septembg
During the winter the Gillett Fire Department brought in 2,000 gallons of water faresskating rink, Rankel said.

With Gillett centrally located in the county, the center makes a good meeting place for groups such as the Oconto Coonti¢ Bavelopment
Corp. and University of Wiscondixtension, she saidNonprofit organizations mayse the facilities for free, and the library is hoping to make so
money with them, aswelld 2 SQNB f 221 Ay3 G2 NBydG AlG 2dzi Y2NB 2Fi0Sysé wlyhd
A1FGAY3 LINGASE Ay GKS gAyGSNWe

Thursday, the Missy Tucker Band played in a corner of the square at the first Downtown Market of the summer, and shoppeuyg potted
plants, jewelry, clothes and craft items, honey, maple syrup and rabbits. Children played organized games onldvenfraiithe Community
Center, and book lovers browsed the library shelMdsisicians and vendors interested in being a part of the market are encouraged to call Ra
at9208556224.4! f AONI NB Aad y20 2dzad | 062dz2i 062214 |yaY2NBIé aKS &l ARO®

1 Because of the above article, Sartdlybbardfrom Seneca Foods submitted a requestheir
corporateofficesF 2 NJ | / 2YYdzyAlG& DNI}IYyGXEAKS &adzooYAIGGSR (K
her request to corporate, and our first check$150 was receive@-29-17. Rer Sandythe check
amount is based on thnumber of fulltime employeesat their plantin each communityand we will

be receiving a $150 check each year from now on.
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JULY

T

| applied for and our library received a grant from the Little RdpiCorp for $17,600 to pay for the

cost of the pergola in the Community Square as well as for an outdoor checkerboard on the grounds
which was great news!Preston Zimmermafrom the GSIxnd the Industrial Arts class plan to

construct the pergola in thepring of 2018and a local Scout troop plans to build the checkerboard

| was the first Oconto County librarian asked to make a presentation to the O€ontay Board of
Supervisors, and | did this July20. Board members asked several questions eamhplimented our
library for a job well done which was good to hear. Allddnto Countyibrarians will be presenting

to the board during their monthly meetings at the courthodsem now on

AUGUST

T

Our Summer Reading Program ended with the annuatién/Sale/Rafflehosted by professional
auctioneer Jeff BahrkeMany area residentdonated prizes and/or funds to provide rewards for all of
our summer reading program kids.

SEPTEMBER

T

=
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Tucker performed again on this day.

We started up #RESCHOOL STORY MBramagain that meets every Friday morning.

@ YL SGSR 2yt AyS O02dzNBES FTNRY ! 2 .alRAazy 2y a.dzAf R
Jody B gave her notice and we started the search for her replacement. Cathie and |
worked/volunteered a lot of hours during the mon#swe were shorthanded, andur new

employeeBetty was hired imid-October

OCTOBE

Gl Fff25SSy Wasithetimne thiIKa & Contmumtn
Haunted Houseand it was another successful event. We had o
25 volunteers that worked hard to put this event on, and it attra
residents from all around northeast Wisconsin. Our library is get
a reputation now for puttingon a dgood show, and many
q _’_ :'""‘ B (Eor,nrpented.{that thveyAappteciated t@e dgtail w€ put into th? Hou
B SPSY U0UK2z2asS ¢oK2z2 RARYyQu 1y2z2g |
il our biggest fundraising eventand our volunteers are alread
planning for next year
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NOVEMBER

T

T

Teen Zone continues to gain in popularity, and thanks to a grant from Thrivent (applied for by Tami)
we were able to fund severak&nZone programsthis fall.

| was one of 8 whavasfeatured in a special Thanksgiving edition jmuit section from Wolf River

Media. The others whose are featured in the special section are Adam Bieber, Shawano County
sheriff; Stacey Cicero, director, Safe Haven; Wendy Crawford, Leadership ShawarytBogar&

Girls Club of Shawano County; Ken Harter, Oconto Falls School Board/Oconto County Fair Board;

/| KNI AS | I N¥Sesx 26ySNE [/ KIEINIASQa /2dzydeé al NJ S
Furnishings; and Bill Switala, Wittenberg village president.

Our local editofrom the Times Herald newspaper (Warren Bluhmgecommended me for that special
article because of all the things we do and/or have done here at the libins special section

appeared in thelimes Herald, Shawano Leadend thepapeis inClintonville and Wittenberg. | was

aa1 SR (2 6NRGS | 71pn SaaditlwasadvghdeddpportuniQ ¥ pranfotey | ¥ d
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